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CHAPTER 120
THE PENAL CODE ACT.
Commencement: 15 June, 1950.
An Act to establish a code of criminal law.

CHAPTER |—PRELIMINARY.

1. General ruleof construction.

This Code shall be interpreted in accordance with the principles of legal
interpretation obtaining in England, and expressions used in it shall be
presumed, so far as is consistent with their context, and except as may be
otherwise expressly provided, to be used with the meaning attaching to them
in English criminal law and shall be construed in accordance therewith.

2. Interpretation.

In this Code, unless the context otherwise requires—

(@
(b)
(©)
(d)

(€)

(f)

“Code’ means this Penal Code;

“court” means a court of competent jurisdiction;

“dangerous harm” means harm endangering life;

“dwelling house” includes any building or structure or part of a
building or structure which is for the time being kept by the
owner or occupier for his or her residence or that of his or her
family or servants or any of them, and it isimmaterial that it is
from timeto time uninhabited; abuilding or structure adjacent to
or occupied with a dwelling house is deemed to be part of the
dwelling house if there is a communication between such
building or structure and the dwelling house, either immediate or
by meansof acovered and enclosed passageleading fromthe one
to the other, but not otherwise;

“felony” means an offence which is declared by law to be a
felony or, if not declared to be a misdemeanour, is punishable,
without proof of previous conviction, with death or with
imprisonment for three years or more;

“grievous harm” means any harm which amounts to a maim or
dangerous harm, or seriously or permanently injures health or
whichislikely sotoinjure health, or which extendsto permanent



(9)
(h)
(i)
@)

(k)
(N

(m)
(n)
(0)

()

(Q)
(n

(9)
(t)

(u)

disfigurement, or to any permanent or serious injury to any

external or internal organ, membrane or sense;

“harm” means any bodily hurt, disease or disorder whether

permanent or temporary;

“husband” means husband of a monogamous marriage;

“judicial proceeding” includes any proceeding had or takenin or

before any court, tribunal, commission of inquiry or person, in

which evidence may be taken on oath;

“knowingly”, used in connection with any term denoting uttering

or using, implies knowledge of the character of the thing uttered

or used;

“local authority” means alocal authority established under any

written law;

“maim” means the destruction or permanent disabling of any

external or internal organ, membrane or sense;

“Minister” means Attorney General;

“misdemeanour” means any offence which is not afelony;

“money” includesbank notes, bank drafts, chequesand any other

orders, warrants or requests for the payment of money;

“monogamous marriage” means a marriage which is by law

necessarily monogamous and binding during the lifetime of both

parties unless dissolved by avalid judgment of the court;

“night” or “nighttime” means the interval between half-past six

o’ clock in the evening and half-past six o’ clock in the morning;

“oath” includes affirmation or declaration;

“offence” is an act, attempt or omission punishable by law;

“person” and “owner” and other like terms when used with

reference to property include corporations of al kinds and any

other association of personscapable of owning property, and also
when so used include the Government;

“person employed in the public service” means any person

holding any of thefollowing officesor performing the duty of the

office, whether as a deputy or otherwise—

(i) any civil office the power of appointing a person to which
or of removing fromwhichisvestedin any person or inany
public commission or board,;

(i) any office to which aperson is appointed or nominated by
any written law;

(iii) any civil office, the power of appointing to which or
removing from which is vested in any person or persons
holding an office of any kind included in paragraph (i) or



(v)

(w)
()

)
(2

(i) of this definition; or

(iv) any office of arbitrator or umpire in any proceeding or
matter submitted to arbitration by order or withthe sanction
of any court, or in pursuance of any written law,

and the term further includes—

(v) ajustice of the peace;

(vi) amember of acommission of inquiry appointed under or in
pursuance of any written law;

(vii) any person employed to execute any process of a court;

(viii) all persons belonging to the armed forces of Uganda;

(ix) al persons in the employment of the Government or the
administration of adistrict;

(xX) a person acting as a minister of religion of any
denomination insofar as he or she performs functions in
respect of the notification of intending marriage or in
respect of the solemnisation of marriage or in respect of the
making or keeping of any register or certificate of marriage,
birth, baptism, death or burial, but not in any other respect;

(xi) aperson inthe employ of an urban authority;
“possession”, “be in possession of” or “have in possession”
includes not only having in one’'s own personal possession, but
also having anything in the actual possession or custody of any
other person, or having anythinginany place (whether belonging
to or occupied by oneself or not) for the use or benefit of oneself
or of any other person; if there are two or more persons and any
one or more of them with the knowledge and consent of the rest
has or have anything in hisor her or their custody or possession,
it shall be deemed and taken to be in the custody and possession
of each and all of them;

“property” includes everything animate or inanimate capable of

being the subject of ownership;

“public” refersnot only to all personswithin Uganda, but also to

the persons inhabiting or using any particular place, or any

number of such persons, and also to such indeterminate persons
as may happen to be affected by the conduct in respect to which
that expression is used,;

“public body” has the meaning assigned to it under section 1 of

the Prevention of Corruption Act;

“publicly”, when applied to acts done, means either—

(i) that they are so done in any public place as to be seen by
any person whether such person is or is not in a public



(aa)

(bb)

(co)

(dd)

(ff)

(99)
(hh)

place; or
(ii) that they are so donein any place not being a public place
asto be likely to be seen by any person in apublic place;
“public place” or “public premises’ includes any public way and
any building, place or conveyance to which, for the time being,
the public are entitled or permitted to have access either without
any condition or upon condition of making any payment, and any
building or place which isfor the time being used for any public
or religious meetings or assembly or as an open court;
“public way” includes any highway, marketplace, square, street,
bridge or other way which is lawfully used by the public;
“utter” means and includes using or dealing with and attempting
to use or deal with and attempting to induce any person to use,
deal with or act upon the thing in question;
“valuable security” includes any document which isthe property
of any person, and which is evidence of the ownership of any
property or of the right to recover or receive any property;
“vehicle” includes any kind of bicycle or tricycle;
“vessel” includes a ship, a boat and every other kind of vessel
used in navigation either on the sea or in inland waters, and
includes aircraft;
“wife” means wife of a monogamous marriage;
“wound” meansany incision or puncturewhichdividesor pierces
any exterior membrane of the body, and any membrane is
exterior for the purpose of this definition which can be touched
without dividing or piercing any other membrane.

3. Saving of certain laws.

Nothing in this Code shall affect—

(@)
(b)

(©)
(d)

theliability, trial or punishment of aperson for an offence against
any other written law in force in Uganda other than this Code;
the liability of a person to be tried or punished for an offence
under the provisionsof any law inforcein Ugandarelating to the
jurisdiction of Uganda courtsin respect of acts done beyond the
ordinary jurisdiction of such courts;

the power of any court to punish a person for contempt of such
court;

the liability or trial of a person, or the punishment of a person
under any sentence passed or to be passed, in respect of any act
done or commenced before the commencement of this Code;



(e) any power of the President to grant any pardon or to remit or
commute in whole or in part or to respite the execution of any
sentence passed or to be passed; or

(f) any of the written laws for the time being in force for the
government of the armed forces of Uganda or any police force
established in Uganda,

except that if a person does an act which is punishable under this Code and
is also punishable under another written law of any of the kinds mentioned
in this section, he or she shall not be punished for that act both under that
written law and also under this Code.

CHAPTER | |—TERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF THE CODE.
4. Extent of jurisdiction of courts.

(1) Thejurisdiction of the courts of Uganda for the purposes of this
Code extends to every place within Uganda.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the courts of Uganda shall have
jurisdiction to try offences created under sections 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28
committed outside Uganda by aUgandacitizen or person ordinarily resident
in Uganda.

(3) Fortheavoidance of doubt, the offencesreferred to in subsection
(2) committed outside Uganda by a Ugandan citizen or a person ordinarily
resident in Uganda shall be dealt with as if they had been committed in
Uganda.

5. Offences committed partly within and partly beyond the
jurisdiction.

When an act which, if wholly donewithin thejurisdiction of the court, would
be an offence against this Code is done partly within and partly beyond the
jurisdiction, every person who within thejurisdiction does or makes any part
of such act may be tried and punished under this Code in the same manner
asif such act had been done wholly within the jurisdiction.



CHAPTER | 1l—GENERAL RULESASTO CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY.
6. Ignoranceof law.

Ignorance of the law does not afford any excuse for any act or omission
which would otherwise constitute an offence unlessknowledge of thelaw by
the offender is expressly declared to be an element of the offence.

7. Claim of right.

A person is not criminally responsible in respect of an offence relating to
property if the act done or omitted to be done by the person with respect to
the property was donein the exercise of an honest claim of right and without
intention to defraud.

8. I ntention and motive.

(1) Subject to the express provisions of this Code relating to
negligent actsand omissions, apersonisnot criminally responsiblefor an act
or omission which occurs independently of the exercise of hisor her will or
for an event which occurs by accident.

(2) Unless the intention to cause a particular result is expressly
declared to be an element of the offence constituted, in whole or in part, by
an act or omission, the result intended to be caused by an act or omissionis
immaterial.

(3) Unless otherwise expressly declared, the motive by which a
person is induced to do or omit to do an act, or to form an intention, is
immaterial so far asregards criminal responsibility.

9. Mistake of fact.

(1) A person who does or omits to do an act under an honest and
reasonable, but mistaken, belief in the existence of any state of thingsis not
criminally responsiblefor the act or omission to any greater extent thanif the
real state of things had been such as he or she believed to exist.

(2) The operation of this section may be excluded by the express or
implied provisions of the law relating to the subject.



10. Presumption of sanity.

Every person is presumed to be of sound mind, and to have been of sound
mind at any time which comes in question, until the contrary is proved.

11. Insanity.

A personisnot criminally responsible for an act or omissioniif at the time of
doing the act or making the omission he or she is through any disease
affecting his or her mind incapable of understanding what he or sheisdoing
or of knowing that he or she ought not to do the act or make the omission; but
aperson may be criminally responsible for an act or omission, athough his
or her mind is affected by disease, if that disease does not in fact produce
upon his or her mind one or other of the effects mentioned in this sectionin
reference to that act or omission.

12. Intoxication.

(1) Exceptasprovidedinthissection, intoxication shall not constitute
adefence to any criminal charge.

(2) Intoxicationshall beadefencetoany criminal chargeif by reason
of the intoxication the person charged at the time of the act or omission
complained of did not know that the act or omission was wrong or did not
know what he or she was doing and—

(@) thestate of intoxication was caused without hisor her consent by

the malicious or negligent act of another person; or

(b) the person charged was by reason of intoxication insane,

temporarily or otherwise, at the time of such act or omission.

(3 Where the defence under subsection (2) is established, thenin a
case falling under subsection (2)(a) the accused person shall be discharged;
and in a case falling under subsection (2)(b), the provisions of the
Magistrates Court Act relating to insanity shall apply.

(4) Intoxication shall be taken into account for the purpose of
determining whether the person charged had formed any intention, specific
or otherwise, in the absence of which he or she would not be guilty of the
offence.

(5) For the purposes of this section, “intoxication” shall be deemed



to include a state produced by narcotics or drugs.
13. Judicial officers.

Except asexpressly provided by thisCode, ajudicial officer isnot criminally
responsible for anything done or omitted to be done by him or her in the
exercise of hisor her judicial functions, although the act doneisin excess of
his or her judicial authority or although he or she is bound to do the act
omitted to be done.

14. Compulsion.

A person is not criminaly responsible for an offence if it is committed by
two or more offenders and if the act is done or omitted only because during
the whole of the time in which it is being done or omitted the person is
compelled to do or omit to do the act by threats on the part of the other
offender or offenders instantly to kill him or her or do him or her grievous
bodily harm if he or she refuses; but threats of future injury do not excuse
any offence.

15. Defence of person or property and rash, reckless and negligent
acts.

Subject to any express provisions in this Code or any other law in forcein
Uganda, criminal responsibility—
(a8 for the use of force in the defence of person and property; and
(b) inrespect of rash, reckless or negligent acts,
shall be determined according to the principles of English law.

16. Useof forcein effecting arrest.

Where any personischarged with acriminal offencearising out of thearrest,
or attempted arrest, by him or her of aperson who forcibly resists the arrest
or attempts to evade being arrested, the court shall, in considering whether
the means used were necessary, or the degree of force used was reasonable,
for the apprehension of that person, have regard to the gravity of the offence
which had been or was being committed by the person and the circumstances
in which the offence had been or was being committed by the person.



17. Compulsion by husband.

A married woman is not free from criminal responsibility for doing or
omitting to do an act merely because the act or omission takes place in the
presence of her husband; but on acharge against awifefor any offence other
than treason or murder, it shall be a good defence to prove that the offence
was committed in the presence of, and under the coercion of, the husband.

18. Person not to be punished twice for same offence.

A person shall not be punished twice either under this Code or under any
other law for the same offence.

CHAPTER |V—PARTIES TO AND PERSONS INCITING TO COMMIT OFFENCES.
19. Principal offenders.

(1) When an offence is committed, each of the following personsis
deemed to have taken part in committing the offence and to be guilty of the
offence and may be charged with actually committing it—

(@ every person who actually does the act or makes the omission

which constitutes the offence;

(b) every person who does or omitsto do any act for the purpose of

enabling or aiding another person to commit the offence;

(c) every personwho aids or abets another person in committing the

offence.

(2) Any person who procures another to do or omit to do any act of
such anature that if he or she had done the act or made the omission the act
or omission would have constituted an offence on hisor her part, isguilty of
an offence of the same kind and is liable to the same punishment asif he or
she had done the act or made the omission; and he or she may be charged
with doing the act or making the omission.

20. Joint offendersin prosecution of common purpose.

When two or more persons form a common intention to prosecute an
unlawful purposein conjunction with one another, and in the prosecution of
that purpose an offence is committed of such a nature that its commission
was a probable consequence of the prosecution of that purpose, each of them
is deemed to have committed the offence.



21. Incitement to commit an offence.

(1) When a person incites any other person to commit an offence
punishable with death, whether or not any offence is committed in
conseguence of the incitement, and no express provision is made by this
Code or any other law for the punishment of that incitement, he or she is
liable to imprisonment for ten years.

(2) When a person incites any other person to commit an offence
punishable other than by death, whether or not any offence is committed in
consequence of the incitement, and no express provision is made by this
Code or any other law for the punishment of the incitement, he or she is
liable to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one-fourth of the term of
imprisonment provided for the offence which he or she incited the other
person to commit or when the offence is punishable by afine only by such
fineasisprovided for the offence or when the offenceis punishable by both
afineandimprisonment by both one-fourth of theimprisonment provided for
and the fine.

(3 Notwithstanding subsection (2), if the person who incites the
commission of an offence under that subsection is a public servant whose
duty it isto prevent the commission of that offence, he or sheisliableto a
term of imprisonment not exceeding one-half of the term of imprisonment
provided for the offence which he or she incited the other person to commit
or when the offence is punishable by afine only by such fine asis provided
for the offence or when the offence is punishable by both a fine and
imprisonment by both one-half of the imprisonment provided for and the
fine.

CHAPTER V—PUNISHMENT FOR MISDEMEANOURS.
22. General punishment for misdemeanours.
When in this Code no punishment is specialy provided for any
misdemeanour, it shall be punishable with imprisonment for a period not
exceeding two years.

23. Treason and offences against the State.

(1) Any person who—



(@) levieswar against the Republic of Uganda;

(b) unlawfully causes or attemptsto cause the death of the President
or, with intent to maim or disfigure or disable, unlawfully
wounds or does any harm to the person of the President, or aims
at the person of the President any gun, offensive weapon, pistol
or any description of firearm, whether it contains any explosive
or destructive substance or not;

(c) contrives any plot, act or matter and expresses or declares such
plot, act or matter by any utterance or by any overt act in order,
by force of arms, to overturn the Government as by law
established;

(d) aidsor abets another person in the commission of the foregoing
acts, or becomes an accessory before or after the fact to any of
the foregoing acts or conceals any of those acts,

commits an offence and shall suffer death.

(2) Any personwho formsan intention to effect any of thefollowing

purposes—

(@ to compel by force or constrain the Government as by law
established to change its measures or counselsor to intimidate or
overawe Parliament; or

(b) toinstigate any person toinvade the Republic of Ugandawith an
armed force,

and manifests any such intention by an overt act or by any utterance or by
publishing any printing or writing, commitsan offenceand shall suffer death.

(3 Any personwho advisedly attemptsto effect any of thefollowing
purposes—
(@) to incite any person to commit an act of mutiny or any
treacherous or mutinous act; or
(b) to incite any such person to make or endeavour to make a
mutinous assembly,
commits an offence and is liable to suffer death.

(4) Any personwho advisedly attemptsto seduce any person serving
in the armed forces or any member of the police force or prison services or
any other security service, by whatever name called, from hisor her duty and
allegiance to the Constitution commits an offence and is liable to suffer
death.



24. Penalty for actsintended toalarm, annoy or ridiculethePresident.

Any person who, with intent to alarm or annoy or ridicule the President—
(@ wilfully throws any matter or substance at or upon the person of
the President;
(b) wilfully strikes the person of the President; or
(c) assaults or wrongfully restrains the person of the President,
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for life.

Division |—Offences against public order.
CHAPTER VI—TREASON AND OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE.
25. Concealment of treason.

Any person who knowing that any person intendsto commit treason does not
give information thereof with all reasonable dispatch to the Minister, an
administrative officer, amagistrate or an officer in charge of apolice station,
or use all reasonable endeavoursto prevent the commission of the offence of
treason commits the offence of misprision of treason and is liable on
conviction to imprisonment for life.

26. Terrorism.

(1) Any person who engages in or carries out acts of terrorism
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for life.

(2) Any person who aids, finances, harbours or in any other way
renderssupport to any other person, knowing or having reasonto believethat
such support will be applied or used for or in connection with the
commission, preparation or instigation of acts of terrorism, commits an
offence and isliable to imprisonment for life.

(3 Any person who either—
(@ belongs or professes to belong to aterrorist organisation; or
(b) solicits or invites financial or other support for a terrorist
organisation or knowingly makes or receives any contributionin
money or otherwise to the resources of aterrorist organisation,
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for ten years; except that
aperson belonging to aterrorist organisation shall not be guilty of an offence
under this subsection by reason of belonging to the organisation if he or she



shows that he or she became a member when it was not a terrorist
organisation and that he or she has not since he or she became a member
taken part in any of its activities at any time while it was a terrorist
organisation.

(4) Without prejudiceto theright to adduce evidencein rebuttal, any
personwhoimports, sells, distributes, manufacturesor isin possession of any
firearm, explosives or ammunition without a valid licence or reasonable
excuse shall be deemed to be engaged in acts of terrorism.

(5) TheMinister responsiblefor internal security may, with theprior
approval of the Cabinet, declare any organisation engaged in or carrying out
actsof terrorismto beaterrorist organisation for the purposes of thissection.

(6) Inthissection, “terrorism” meansthe use of violence or athreat
of the use of violence with intent to promote or achieve political endsin an
unlawful manner and includes the use of violence or athreat of the use of
violence calculated to put the public in such fear as may cause discontent
against the Government.

27. Promoting war on chiefs, etc.

Any person who, without lawful authority, or by reason of his or her office,
carries on, or makes preparation for carrying on, or aids in or advises the
carrying on of, or preparation for, any war or warlike undertaking with, for,
by or against any chief, body or group of persons commits an offenceandis
liable on conviction to imprisonment for life.

28. Timewithin which to commence prosecution.

No person shall be tried for an offence under section 23, except an offence
under section 23(1)(b), 24, 25 or 27, unless the prosecution is commenced
within five years after the commission of the offence.

29. Aiding soldiersor policemen in acts of mutiny.

Any person who—
(@) aids, abets or is accessory to any act of mutiny by; or
(b) incitesto sedition or to disobedienceto any lawful order given by
asuperior officer,
any noncommissioned officer or member of the armed forces of Uganda or



any police officer commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding five years.

30. Inducing soldiersor policemen to desert.

Any person who, by any means, directly or indirectly—
(@ procures or persuades or attempts to procure or persuade to
desert;
(b) aids, abetsor is accessory to the desertion of; or
(c) having reason to believe he or she isadeserter, harbours or aids
in concealing,
any noncommissioned officer or member of the armed forces of Uganda or
any police officer commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding five years.

31. Aiding prisoners of war to escape.

(1) Any personwho knowingly and advisedly aidsan alien enemy of
the Republic of Uganda, being a prisoner of war in Uganda, whether the
prisoner is confined in a prison or elsewhere or is suffered to be at large on
parole, to escape from that prison or place of confinement or, if he or sheis
at large on parole, to escape from Uganda, commits an offence and isliable
on conviction to imprisonment for life.

(2) Any person who negligently and unlawfully permits the escape
of any person as described in subsection (1) commitsan offenceandisliable
on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding five years.

32. Definition of overt act.

For the purposes of any offence defined in this Chapter, when the
manifestation by an overt act of an intention to effect any purpose is an
element of the offence, every act in furtherance of the commission of the
offence defined or every act of conspiring with any person to effect that
purpose and every act done in furtherance of the purpose by any of the
persons conspiring shall be deemed to be an overt act manifesting the
intention.

33. Interpretation of import, publication, etc.

For the purposes of sections 34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43 and 44—



(@ “import” includes—
(i) tobringinto Uganda; and
(if) tobringwithintheinland waters of Uganda, whether or not
the publication is brought ashore and whether or not there
isan intention to bring the publication ashore;

(b) “inland waters’ includes all lakes, rivers, creeks and lagoons of
Uganda;

(c) “periodical publication” includes every publication issued
periodically or in partsor numbersat intervalswhether regular or
irregular;

(d) “publication” includes all written and printed matter and any
gramophone or other record, perforated roll, cinematograph film
or other contrivance by means of which any words or ideas may
be mechanically produced, represented or conveyed, and
everything whether of a nature similar to the foregoing or not,
containing any visible representation or by its form, shape or in
any manner capable of producing, representing or conveying
words or ideas, and every copy and reproduction of any
publication so defined;

(e) “seditious publication” means a publication having a seditious
intention.

34. Power to prohibit importation of publications, etc.

(1) Whenever theMinister considersit inthe publicinterest so to do,
he or she may, in hisor her absolute discretion, prohibit, by statutory order,
the importation of all publications or any of them, periodical or otherwise;
and where the prohibition is in respect of any periodical publications, the
same or any subsequent order may relate to all or any of the past or future
issues of aperiodical publication.

(2) TheMinister may, by writing under hisor her hand, at any time,
and from time to time, exempt any of the publications the importation of
which has been prohibited under this section, or permit any person or class
of personsto import all or any of such publications.

35. Offencesin relation to publications, the importation of which is
prohibited.

(1) Any person who imports, publishes, sells, offers for sale,
distributes or reproduces any publication, the importation of which has been



prohibited under section 34, or any extract from such publication, commits
an offence and isliable for afirst offence to imprisonment for two years or
to afine not exceeding two thousand shillings or to both such imprisonment
and fine, and for a subsequent offence to imprisonment for three years; and
such publication or extract from it shall be forfeited to the Government.

(2) Any person who without lawful excuse has in his or her
possession any publication the importation of which has been prohibited
under section 34, or any extract from such publication, commits an offence
and isliablefor afirst offence to imprisonment for one year or to afine not
exceeding one thousand shillings or to both such imprisonment and fine, and
for asubsequent offenceto imprisonment for two years; and such publication
or extract from it shall be forfeited to the Government.

36. Delivery of prohibited publications.

(1) Any person—

(& to whom any publication, the importation of which has been
prohibited under section 34, or any extract fromsuch publication,
is sent without his or her knowledge or privity, or in response to
arequest made before the prohibition of the importation of such
publication came into effect; or

(b) who hasany such publication or extract from such publicationin
his or her possession at the time when the prohibition of its
importation comes into effect,

shall forthwith, if or as soon as the nature of its contents has become known
to himor her, or in the case of apublication or extract from such publication
coming into the possession of such person before the order prohibiting its
importation has been made, forthwith upon the coming into effect of an order
prohibiting the importation of the publication, deliver such publication or
extract from it to the nearest administrative officer or to the officer in charge
of the nearest police station.

(2) Any person who contravenes any provision of subsection (1)
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding three years or to afine not exceeding thirty thousand shillings
or to both such imprisonment and fine.

(3 Any publication or extract from it which is the subject matter of
aconviction under subsection (2) shall be forfeited to the Government.



(49) Any person who complies with subsection (1), or who is
convicted of an offence under that subsection, shall not be liable to be
convicted for having imported or having in his or her possession the same
publication or extract fromit.

37. Publication of information prejudicial to security.

(1) A person who publishes or causes to be published in a book,
newspaper, magazine, article or any other printed matter, information
regarding military operations, strategies, troop location or movement,
location of military supplies or equipment of the armed forces or of the
enemy, which publicationislikely to—

(8 endanger the safety of any military installations, equipment or

supplies or of the members of the armed forces of Uganda;

(b) assist the enemy in its operations; or

(c) disrupt public order and security,
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding seven years.

(2) For the purposes of this section, “enemy” includes a person or
group of persons engaged in waging war or war-like activities against the
Republic of Uganda.

(3) A personshal not be prosecuted for an offence under thissection
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

38. Power to examine packages.

(1) Any of the following officers—

(@ any police officer not below the rank of inspector;

(b) any other officer authorised in that behalf by the Minister,
may detain, open and examine any package or article which he or she
suspects to contain any publication or extract from a publication whichitis
an offence under section 35 to import, publish, sell, offer for sale, distribute,
reproduce or possess and during such examination may detain any person
importing, distributing or posting such package or article or in whose
possession such package or article is found.

(2) If any such publication or extract fromitisfound in such package
or article, the whole package or article may be impounded and retained by
the officer; and the person importing, distributing or posting it or in whose



possession it is found may forthwith be arrested and proceeded against for
the commission of an offence under section 35 or 36, as the case may be.

39. Seditiousintention.

(D
(@

(b)

(©)
(d)

(2)

A seditious intention shall be an intention—

to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection against
the person of the President, the Government asby |aw established
or the Constitution;

to excite any person to attempt to procure the ateration,
otherwise than by lawful means, of any matter in state as by law
established;

to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection against
the administration of justice;

to subvert or promote the subversion of the Government or the
administration of adistrict.

For the purposes of this section, an act, speech or publication

shall not be deemed to be seditious by reason only that it intends—

(@
(b)

(©)

©)

to show that the Government has been misled or mistaken in any
of its measures;

to point out errors or defects in the Government or the
Constitution or in legidation or in the administration of justice
with aview to remedying such errors or defects;

to persuade any person to attempt to procure by lawful meansthe
alteration of any matter as by law established.

For the purposes of this section, in determining whether the

intention with which any act was done, any words were spoken or any
document was published was or was not seditious, every person shall be
deemed to intend the consequences which would naturally follow from his
or her conduct at the time and in the circumstances in which he or she was
conducting himself or herself.

40.

Seditious offences.

(D
(@

(b)

Any person who—

does or attempts to do or makes any preparation to do, or
conspires with any person to do, any act with a seditious
intention;

utters any words with a seditious intention;



(c) prints, publishes, sells, offers for sale, distributes or reproduces
any seditious publication;

(d) importsany seditious publication, unless he or she hasno reason
to believe, the proof of which shall lie on him or her, that it is
seditious,

commits an offence and is liable on first conviction to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding five years or to a fine not exceeding fifty thousand
shillings or to both such imprisonment and fine, and for a subsequent
conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding seven years.

(2) Any person who, without lawful excuse, has in his or her
possession any seditious publication commitsan offenceandisliableonfirst
conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding three years or to afine
not exceeding thirty thousand shillings or to both such imprisonment and
fine, and on a subsequent conviction to imprisonment for five years.

(3 Any publication in respect of a conviction under subsection (1)
or (2) shall beforfeited to the Government.

(4) It shall be a defence to a charge under subsection (2) that if the
person charged did not know that the publication was seditiouswhen it came
into his or her possession, he or she did, as soon as the nature of the
publication became known to him or her, deliver the publication to the
nearest administrative officer or to the officer in charge of the nearest police
station.

41. Promoting sectarianism.

(1) A personwho prints, publishes, makes or utters any statement or
does any act which islikely to—

(@) degrade, revile or expose to hatred or contempt;

(b) create dienation or despondency of;

(c) raisediscontent or disaffection among; or

(d) promote, in any other way, feelings of ill will or hostility among

or against,

any group or body of persons on account of religion, tribe or ethnic or
regional origin commits an offence and is liable on conviction to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding five years.

(2) It shall be a defence to a charge under subsection (1) if the
statement was printed, published, made or uttered, or the act was done with



aview to exposing, discouraging or eliminating matters which promote or
have a tendency to promote sectarianism.

(3) Sections 42, 43 and 44 shall apply to a charge under subsection
(1).

42. Power of courts to confiscate printing machines and prohibit
publication.

(1) Whenany personisconvicted of printing aseditious publication,
the court may, in addition to any other penalty it may impose, order the
printing machine on which the publication was printed to be confiscated for
aperiod not exceeding one year, whether or not the person convicted isthe
owner of the machine.

(2) Whenany proprietor, publisher, printer or editor of anewspaper,
as defined in the Press and Journalist Act, is convicted of printing or
publishing a seditious publication in anewspaper, the court may, in addition
to any other punishment it may impose and in addition to ordering the
confiscation of the printing machine, make an order prohibiting any further
publication of the newspaper for a period not exceeding one year.

(3) A court may, at any time, on the application of the Director of
Public Prosecutions, revoke any order made by it confiscating a printing
machine or prohibiting further publication of a newspaper.

(4) A court before ordering the confiscation of a printing machine
under subsection (1) shall satisfy itself by evidence on oath asto the machine
on which the seditious publication was printed.

(5) For the purposes of this section, “printing machine” includes al
the machines and type used in producing or reproducing the seditious
publication.

(6) Inany case where the printing machine has been ordered to be
confiscated under this section, the Inspector General of Police may in hisor
her discretion cause—

(@ themachine or any part of it to be removed; or

(b) any part of the machine to be sealed so asto prevent its use,
but the owner of the machine or his or her agents shall be entitled to
reasonable access to the machine to maintain it in proper working order.



(7) Thelnspector General of Policeshall not beliablefor any damage
caused to the machine under subsection (6) either by neglect or otherwise
except where he or she or his or her agents have wilfully damaged the
machine.

(8 Any person who uses or attempts to use a printing machine
confiscated under subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to imprisonment for a period not exceeding three years.

(99 Any personwho printsor publishesanewspaper in contravention
of an order made under subsection (2) commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to imprisonment for a period not exceeding three years.

43. Legal proceedings.

(1) No prosecution for an offence under section 40 shall be begun
except within six months after the offence is committed; except that where
a person—

(@ commits such an offence from outside Uganda; or

(b) leavesUgandawithin six monthsof committing such an offence,
then the prosecution for the offence may be begun within six months from
the date when the person first arrives in or returns to Uganda after
committing the offence or leaving Uganda, as the case may be.

(2) A person shall not be prosecuted for an offence under section 40
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

44. Evidence.

No person shall be convicted of an offence under section 40 on the
uncorroborated testimony of one witness.

45. Unlawful oaths.

Any person who—

(@ administersor ispresent at and consentsto the administering of,
any oath or engagement in the nature of an oath, purporting to
bind the person who takes it to commit any offence punishable
with death; or

(b) takesany such oath or engagement, not being compelled to do so,



commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for life.
46. Other unlawful oaths.

Any person who—

(@ administersor ispresent at and consentsto the administering of,
any oath or engagement in the nature of an oath, purporting to
bind the person who takes it to act in any of the following
ways—

(i) toengageinany mutinous or seditious enterprise;

(i) tocommit any offence not punishable with death;

(iii) to disturb the public peace;

(iv) tobeof any association, society or confederacy, formed for
the purpose of doing any such act as aforesaid;

(v) toobey the orders or commands of any committee or body
of men not lawfully constituted, or of any leader or
commander or other person not having authority by law for
that purpose;

(vi) not to inform or give evidence against any associate,
confederate or other person;

(vii) not to reveal or discover any unlawful association, society
or confederacy, or any illegal act done or to be done, or any
illegal oath or engagement that may have been
administered or tendered to or taken by himself or herself
or any other person, or the import of any such oath or
engagement; or

(b) takesany such oath or engagement, not being compelled to do so,

commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

47. Limitations on compulsion as a defence to unlawful oath or
engagement.

A person who takes any such oath or engagement asis mentioned in section
45 or 46 cannot set up as a defence that he or she was compelled to do so,
unless within fourteen days after taking it, or, if he or she is prevented by
actual force or sickness, within fourteen days after the termination of such
prevention, he or shedeclares by information on oath before amagistrate, or,
if he or sheison actual servicein the armed forces of Uganda, or inapolice
force, either by suchinformation or by informationto hisor her commanding
officer, the whole of what he or she knows concerning the matter, including
the person or persons by whom and in whose presence, and the place where,



and the time when, the oath or engagement was administered or taken.
48. Unlawful drilling.

(1) Any person who—

(@ without the permission of the Minister trains or drills any other
person to the use of arms or the practice of military exercises,
movements or evolutions,

(b) ispresent at any meeting or assembly of persons, held without the
permission of the Minister, for the purpose of training or drilling
any other persons to the use of arms or the practice of military
exercises, movements or evolutions,

commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

(2) Any person who, at any meeting or assembly held without the
permission of the Minister, is trained or drilled to the use of arms or the
practice of military exercises, movementsor evolutions, or who is present at
any such meeting or assembly for the purpose of being so trained or drilled,
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
fiveyears.

49. Wrongfully inducing a boycott.

(1) Whenever the Minister is satisfied that any boycott is being
conducted or is threatened or is likely to be conducted in Uganda with the
intention or effect of—

(8 bringinginto hatred or contempt, exciting disaffection against or
undermining the lawful authority of the Government or the
administration of a district; or of persuading any such body to
alter any written law, to appoint any commission or committee or
to take any action which it isnot by law required to take;

(b) bringing the economic life of Uganda into jeopardy; or

(c) raising discontent or disaffection among the inhabitants, or
engendering feelings of ill will or hostility between different
classes or different races of the population of Uganda,

and he or she is satisfied that the boycott is resulting, or will be likely to
result, in acts leading to violence or intimidation or the destruction of or
damage to property, the Minister may, by statutory order, designate that
boycott for the purposes of this section and may, by the same or any
subsequent order, specify inrelationto adesignated boycott any actionwhich
he or sheis satisfied is likely to further that boycott, including (but without



prejudiceto the generality of that power) any action falling within any of the
following classes of action—
(d) abstaining from buying goods from or selling goods to any
person or class of person;
(e) abstaining from buying or selling any goods or class of goods;
(f) abstaining from entering or approaching or dealing at any
premises at which any person or class of person carries on trade
or business,
(g) abstaining from dealing with any person or class of personinthe
course of hisor her trade or business;
(h) abstaining from using or providing any service or class of
service;
(i) abstaining fromworking for or employing any person or class of
person; or
() abstaining from doing any other act which may lawfully be done.

(2) Any person who with intent to further any designated boycott—

(& by word of mouth publicly; or

(b) by making a publication as defined in subsection (7),
advises, induces or persuades or attempts to persuade any person or class of
person to take any action which has been specified in relation to that boycott
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding six months.

(3) For the purposes of this section, in determining whether any
words were spoken or any publication was made with intent to further a
designated boycott, every person shall, unless the contrary is proved, be
deemed to intend the consequences which would naturally follow from his
or her conduct at the time and in the circumstances in which he or she so
conducted himself or herself.

(4) Nothinginthissection shall be construed so asto make unlawful
any action lawfully taken by aparty to atrade dispute asdefined inthe Trade
Unions Act in contemplation or in furtherance of that dispute.

(5) Where any person is charged before any court with an offence
under this section, no further proceedings in respect of the offence shall be
taken against him or her without the consent of the Director of Public
Prosecutions, except such as the court may think necessary by remand,
whether in custody or on bail, or otherwise to secure the due appearance of
the person charged so, however, that if that person is remanded in custody,



he or she shall, after the expiration of aperiod of fourteen daysfrom the date
on which he or she was so remanded, be entitled to be discharged from
custody on entering into a recognisance without sureties unless within that
period the Director of Public Prosecutions has consented to such further
proceedings.

(6) Any order made under this section may at any time be amended,
varied, suspended or revoked by afurther order so made.

(7) For the purpose of this section, “publication” has the meaning
giventoit by section 33, and a person shall be deemed to make a publication
if he or she prints, publishes, sells, offersfor sale, distributes or reproduces
it.

50. Publication of false news.

(1) Any person who publishes any false statement, rumour or report
which islikely to cause fear and alarm to the public or to disturb the public
peace commits a misdemeanour.

(2) It shal be a defence to a charge under subsection (1) if the
accused proves that prior to publication, he or she took such measures to
verify the accuracy of such statement, rumour or report asto lead him or her
reasonably to believe that it was true.

51. Incitement to violence.

(1) Any person who, without lawful excuse, prints, publishes or to
any assembly makes any statement indicating or implying that it would be
incumbent or desirable—

(@) todoany acts calculated to bring death or physical injury to any

person or to any class or community of persons; or

(b) todoany actscalculated to lead to destruction or damage to any

property,
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for three years.

(2) A personshall not be prosecuted for an offence under thissection
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

(3) For the purpose of this section, “assembly” means a gathering of
three or more persons.



52. Incitement torefuse or delay payment of tax.

(1) Any person who—

(& by word of mouth or by making a publication as defined in
section 49(7) incites any other person or any class or body of
persons—

(i) to refuse or to threaten to refuse to pay any lawful tax,
however described; or

(i) to delay, prevent or obstruct, or to threaten to delay,
prevent or obstruct, the assessment or collection of any
lawful tax, however described; or

(b) conspires with another to do any act mentioned in paragraph
(@)(i) or (ii) of this subsection,

commits an offence and isliable on conviction to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding three years.

(2) A personshall not be prosecuted for an offence under thissection
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

CHAPTER V| |—OFFENCES AFFECTING RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN STATES
AND EXTERNAL TRANQUILLITY.

53. Defamation of foreign princes.

Any person who, without such justification or excuse as would be sufficient
inthe case of the defamation of aprivate person, publishesanythingintended
to beread, or any sign or visible representation, tending to degrade, revile or
expose to hatred or contempt any foreign prince, potentate, ambassador or
other foreign dignitary with intent to disturb peace and friendship between
Uganda and the country to which such prince, potentate, ambassador or
dignitary belongs, commits a misdemeanour.

54. Foreign enlistment.

Any person commits a misdemeanour who does any of the following acts
without the licence of the President—

(@) who prepares or fits out any naval or military expedition to
proceed against the dominions of any friendly State, or is
engaged in such preparation or fitting-out, or assistsin it, or is
employed in any capacity in such expedition;



(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

who, being a citizen of Uganda, accepts or agrees to accept any
commission or engagement inthemilitary or naval serviceof any
foreign State at war with any friendly State, or whether acitizen
of Ugandaor not, induces any other person to accept or agree to
accept any commission or engagement in the military or naval
service of any such foreign State;
who, being acitizen of Uganda, quitsor goeson board any vessel
with a view of quitting Uganda, with intent to accept any
commission or engagement inthemilitary or naval serviceof any
foreign State at war with afriendly State, or, whether acitizen of
Ugandaor not, induces any other person to quit or to go on board
any vessel with aview of quitting Uganda with the like intent;
who, being the master or owner of any vessel, knowingly either
takes on board, or engages to take on board or has on board such
vessel any illegally enlisted person; or
who, with intent or knowledge, or having reasonable cause to
believe that the same will be employed in the military or naval
service of any foreign State at war with any friendly State builds,
agrees to build, causes to be built, equips, dispatches, or causes
or allows to be dispatched, any vessel, or issues or delivers any
commission for any vessel; except that aperson building, causing
to be built, or equipping avessel in any of the cases aforesaid, in
pursuance of a contract made before the commencement of such
war as aforesaid, is not liable to any of the penalties specifiedin
this section in respect of such building or equipping if—

(i) upon a proclamation of neutrality being issued by the
President, he or she forthwith gives notice to the Minister
that he or she is so building, causing to be built, or
equi pping such vessel, and furnishes such particulars of the
contract and of any matters relating to, or done, or to be
done under the contract asmay berequired by the Minister;
and

(i) bheor she gives such security, and takes and permits to be
taken such other measures, if any, as the Minister may
prescribe for ensuring that such vessel shall not be
dispatched, delivered or removed without thelicence of the
President until the termination of such war as aforesaid.

55. Piracy.

Any person who is guilty of piracy or any crime connected with or relating



or akin to piracy is liable to be tried and punished according to the law of
England for the time being in force.

CHAPTER VIII—UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES, RIOTS AND OTHER OFFENCES

AGAINST PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY.

56. Unlawful society.

(1) A society meansany combination of two or morepersonswhether
the society is known by any name or not.

(2)
(@

(b)

(©

A society isan unlawful society—
if formed for any of thefollowing purposesor if it encourages or
supports any such purpose—

(i)

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

(V)
(vi)

(vii)

levying war or encouraging or assisting any person to levy
war on the Government or the inhabitants of any part of
Uganda;

killing or injuring or inciting to the killing or injuring of
any person;

destroying or injuring or inciting to the destruction or
injuring of any property;

subverting or promoting the subversion of the Government
or of its officials;

committing or inciting to acts of violence or intimidation;
interfering with or resisting or inciting to interference with
or resistance to the administration of the law; or
disturbing or inciting to the disturbance of peace and order
in any part of Uganda; or

if prior to the 1st October, 1959, it was declared by an order of
the Governor in Council to be a society dangerous to the good
government of Uganda; or

if declared by a statutory order of the Minister to be a society
dangerous to peace and order in Uganda.

(3 Whereasociety isan unlawful society by virtue of adeclaration
by an order of the Minister made under subsection (2)(c) and another society
isformed after such declaration—
having, subject to section 61(5), any of the same office bearersas
the unlawful society;
having a name similar to that of the unlawful society; or
having substantially the same membership as the unlawful

@

(b)
(©)



society,
such society shall be deemed to be an unlawful society.

57. Managing unlawful society.

Any person who manages or assists in the management of an unlawful
society commits afelony and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.

58. Offencesin relation to an unlawful society.

Any person who—

(@ is or holds himself or herself out as being a member of an
unlawful society;

(b) knowingly allows a meeting of an unlawful society or of any
members of an unlawful society to be held in any house, building
or enclosed or unenclosed place belonging to or occupied by him
or her or over which he or she has control; or

(c) uttersany speech or prints, publishes, sells, offers or exposesfor
sale or distributes any publication as defined by section 33,
which, in the opinion of the court is likely or calculated to
encourage the support of an unlawful society,

commits an offence and isliableto imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding
three years.

59. Restrictionson office bearers.

(1) Subject to section 61(5), no person who at the time of the
declaration of a society to be a society dangerous to peace and order in
Uganda under section 56(2)(c) was an office bearer of that society shall be,
remain or become an office bearer in or shall otherwise manage or assist in
the management of any other society, other than a society solely concerned
with trade or commerce.

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence
and isliable to imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years.

60. Definition of office bearer.
For the purpose of this Chapter, “office bearer”, in relation to a society,

means any person who—
(@) is the patron, president, vice president, chairman, deputy



chairman, secretary or treasurer of such society;

(b) isamember of the committee or governing or executive body of
the society; or

(c) holds in that society any office or position analogous to any
office or position specified in this section.

61. Miscellaneous provisionsrelating to unlawful societies.

(1) A prosecution for an offence under section 57, 58 or 59 shall not
beinstituted except with the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions;
except that a person charged with such an offence may be arrested, or a
warrant for hisor her arrest may beissued and executed, and any such person
may be remanded in custody or on bail, notwithstanding that the consent of
the Director of Public Prosecutionsto theinstitution of aprosecution for the
offence has not been obtained; but no further or other proceedings shall be
taken until that consent has been obtained.

(2) Notwithstanding any ruleof law or practicetothecontrary, inany
prosecution for an offence mentioned in subsection (1), for the purpose of
establishing the existence of a society, evidence may be adduced and shall
be admitted which—

(@ showsthat any person isreputed to be amember of such society;

(b) shows that any announcement has been made, whether by the

person charged or by any other person, by any means, that the
society has been formed or isin existence; or

(c) showsthat by repute such society isin existence.

(3) Any personwho attendsameeting of an unlawful society shall be
presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to be amember of the society.

(4) Any personwho hasin hisor her possession or custody or under
his or her control any of the insignia, banners, arms, books, papers,
documents or other property belonging to an unlawful society, or wears any
of theinsignia, or ismarked with any mark of the society, shall be presumed,
unless the contrary is proved, to be a member of the society.

(5 Any office bearer of an unlawful society shall be permitted to
become an office bearer of another society or may manage or assist in the
management of another society two years after the date on which the
unlawful society became unlawful or at any timeif the Minister giveshim or
her permission.



62. Powersin reation to unlawful societies.

(1) Any peaceofficer, and any police officer authorised inwriting by
a peace officer, may enter with or without assistance any house or building
or into any place in which he or she has reason to believe that a meeting of
an unlawful society, or of persons who are members of an unlawful society,
isbeing held, and arrest or cause to be arrested all personsfound therein and
search such house, building or place, and seize or cause to be seized all
insignia, banners, arms, books, papers, documents and other property which
he or she may have reasonable cause to believe to belong to any unlawful
society or to bein any way connected with the purpose of the meeting.

(2) For the purposes of this section, “peace officer” means any
magistrate or any police officer not below the rank of assistant
superintendent of police.

63. Disposition of property of unlawful societies.

(1) When asociety isdeclared to be an unlawful society by an order

of the Minister, the following consequences shall ensue—

(@ theproperty of the society within Uganda shall forthwith vest in
an officer appointed by the Minister;

(b) theofficer appointed by the Minister shall proceed towind up the
affairs of the society, and after satisfying and providing for all
debtsand liabilities of the society and the cost of the winding up,
if there shall then be any surplus assets shall prepare and submit
to the Minister a scheme for the application of such surplus
assets;

() such scheme, when submitted for approval, may be amended by
the Minister in such way as he or she shall think proper in the
circumstances of the case;

(d) theapproval of the Minister to such scheme shall be denoted by
the endorsement thereon of a memorandum of such approval
signed by him or her, and upon this being done, the surplus
assets, the subject of the scheme, shall be held by such officer
upon the terms and to the purposes thereby prescribed;

(e) for the purpose of the winding up, the officer appointed by the
Minister shall have all the powers vested in the official receiver
for the purpose of the discovering of the property of adebtor and
the realisation thereof.



(2) TheMinister may, for the purposes of enabling a society to wind
up itsown affairs, suspend the operation of this section for such period asto
him or her shall seem expedient.

(3) Subsection (1) shall not apply to any property seized at any time
under section 62.

64. Forfeitureof insignia, etc.

Subject to section 63, theinsignia, banners, arms, books, papers, documents
and other property belonging to an unlawful society shall be forfeited to the
Government, and shall be dealt with in such manner as the Minister may
direct.

65. Definition of unlawful assembly and riot.

(1)  When three or more persons assemble with intent to commit an
offence, or being assembled with intent to carry out some common purpose,
conduct themselves in such a manner as to cause persons in the
neighbourhood reasonably to fear that the persons so assembled will commit
a breach of the peace or will by such assembly needlessly and without any
reasonabl e occasion provoke other personsto commit abreach of the peace,
they are an unlawful assembly.

(2) Itisimmaterial that the original assembling was lawful if, being
assembled, they conduct themselves with acommon purpose in the manner
described in subsection (1).

(3 Whenanunlawful assembly hasbegun to executethe purposefor
which it assembled by a breach of the peace and to the terror of the public,
the assembly is caled a riot, and the persons assembled are said to be
riotously assembled.

66. Punishment for unlawful assembly.

Any person who takes part in an unlawful assembly commits a
misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for one year.



67. Punishment for riot.
Any person who takes part in ariot commits a misdemeanour.
68. Proclamation for riotersto disperse.

Any magistrate or, in his or her absence, any police officer of or above the
rank of inspector, or any commissioned officer in the armed forces of
Uganda, in whose view twelve or more persons are riotously assembled, or
who apprehends that a riot is about to be committed by twelve or more
persons assembled within his or her view, may make or cause to be made a
proclamation in the President’s name, in such form as he or she thinks fit,
commanding the rioters or persons so assembled to disperse peaceably.

69. Dispersal of rioters.

If upon the expiration of areasonabl e time after the proclamation is made, or
after the making of the proclamation has been prevented by force, twelve or
more persons continue riotously assembled together, any person authorised
to make the proclamation, or any police officer or any other person actingin
aid of that person or police officer, may do all things necessary for dispersing
the persons so continuing assembled or for apprehending them or any of
them, and if any person makes resistance, may use all such force as is
reasonably necessary for overcoming such resistance and shall not be liable
in any criminal or civil proceeding for having, by the use of such force,
caused harm or death to any person.

70. Rioting after proclamation.

If a proclamation is made commanding the persons engaged in a riot or
assembled with the purpose of committing ariot to disperse, every person
who, at or after the expiration of a reasonable time from the making of the
proclamation, takes or continuesto take part intheriot or assembly, commits
afelony and isliable to imprisonment for five years.

71. Preventing or obstructing the making of proclamation.

Any person who forcibly prevents or obstructs any person making a
proclamation under section 68 commits a felony and is liable to
imprisonment for ten years; and if the making of the proclamation is so
prevented, every person who knowing that it has been so prevented takes or



continues to take part in the riot or assembly is liable to imprisonment for
fiveyears.

72. Riotersdemolishing buildings, etc.

Any personswho, being riotously assembled together, unlawfully pull down
or destroy or beginto pull down or destroy any building, railway, machinery,
structure or property commits a felony and each of them is liable to
imprisonment for life.

73. Riotersinjuring buildings, machinery, etc.

Any persons who, being riotously assembled together, unlawfully damage
any of thethings mentioned in section 72 commitsafelony, and each of them
isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

74. Riotously preventing or hindering the loading, etc. of railway
wagons, etc.

All persons are guilty of a misdemeanour who, being riotously assembled,
unlawfully and with force prevent, hinder or obstruct the loading or
unloading of any railway wagon or coach or vehicle or vessel, or the starting
or transit of any railway wagon or coach or vehicle or the sailing or
navigating of any vessel, or unlawfully and with force board any railway
wagon or coach or vehicle or vessel with intent so to do.

75. Going armed in certain places.

Any person who carries a dangerous or offensive weapon—

(@) at any public gathering; or

(b) in any place where intoxicating liquor is normally or is being

consumed,

commits an offence and on first conviction is liable to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months or to a fine not exceeding five thousand
shillings or to both such imprisonment and fine; and on any subsequent
conviction, the offender isliable on conviction to aterm of imprisonment not
exceeding five years or to afine not exceeding fifty thousand shillings or to
both such imprisonment and fine.



76. Going armed in public.

Any person who carries an offensive weapon in public without lawful
occasion in such a manner as to be liable to cause terror to any person
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for five years.

77. Forcibleentry.

Any person who, in order to take possession thereof, enters on any lands or
tenementsin aviolent manner, whether such violence consistsin actual force
applied to any other person or in threats or in breaking open any house or in
collecting an unusual number of people, commits the misdemeanour termed
forcible entry; it isimmaterial whether he or she is entitled to enter on the
land or not; except that a person who enters upon lands or tenements of his
or her own, but which are in the custody of hisor her servant or bailiff, does
not commit the offence of forcible entry.

78. Forcibledetainer.

Any person who, being in actual possession of land without colour of right,
holds possession of it in a manner likely to cause a breach of the peace, or
reasonabl e apprehension of a breach of the peace, against a person entitled
by law to the possession of the land commits the misdemeanour termed
forcible detainer.

79. Affray.

Any person who takes part in a fight in a public place commits a
misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for one year.

80. Challengetofight adudl.

Any person who challenges another to fight a duel, or attempts to provoke
another to fight aduel or attemptsto provoke any person to challenge another
to fight a duel, commits a misdemeanour.

81. Threatening violence.

Any person who—

(@ withintent tointimidate or annoy any person, threatensto injure,
assault, shoot or kill any person, or to burn, break or injure any



property; or
(b) withintent to alarm any person, discharges afirearm or commits
any other breach of the peace,
commits an offence and isliable to imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding
four years.

82. Watching and besetting.

(1) Any person who watches or besets—

(@ any premises or the approaches to the premises with a view to
preventing any other person from doing any act which the other
person has alegal right to do thereat; or

(b) thehouseor other place where any other person resides or works
or carries on business, or happensto be, or the approachesto that
house or place with a view to preventing the other person from
doing or compelling him or her to do any act which the other
person has alegal right to do or abstain from doing,

commits an offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding two thousand
shillingsor to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both
such fine and imprisonment; except that this section shall not apply to any
watching or besetting which is lawful under the provisions of any law
relating to trade unions or trade disputes.

(2) A personshall not be prosecuted for an offence under thissection
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

83. Incitement to violence.

(1) Any personwho incitesany other person to do an act of violence
against any person by reason of his or her race, place of origin, political
opinions, colour, creed or sex or office commits an offence and isliable on
conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding fourteen years.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), “office” means the office of
a Minister of the Government, a member of Parliament or a councillor, a
public office, employment in the service of the administration of adistrict or
the council or board of a municipality or town, any religious office and
employment as a director, officer or other official in or by any body
corporate established by or under the auspices of or controlled by the
Government.



84. Assembling for the purpose of smuggling.

Any persons who assemble together to the number of two or more for the
purpose of unshipping, carrying or concealing any goods subject to customs
duty and liable to forfeiture under any law relating to the customs commits
afelony, and each of them isliable to imprisonment for five years.

Division |1—Offences against the administration of lawful authority.
CHAPTER | X—CORRUPTION AND THE ABUSE OF OFFICE.

85. Officers charged with administration of property of a special
character, etc.

Any person who, being employed in the public service and being charged by
virtue of that employment with any judicia or administrative duties
respecting property of a specia character, or respecting the carrying on of
any manufacture, trade or business of a special character, and having
acquired or holding, directly or indirectly, a private interest in any such
property, manufacture, trade or business, discharges any such duties with
respect to the property, manufacture, trade or businessin which he or she has
such interest or with respect to the conduct of any person in relation thereto
commits a misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for one year.

86. Falseclaimsby officials.

Any person who, being employed in the public service in such acapacity as
to require him or her or to enable him or her to furnish returns or statements
touching any sum payable or claimed to be payable to himself or herself or
to any other person, or touching any other matter required to be certified for
the purpose of any payment of money or delivery of goodsto be madeto any
person, makes areturn or statement touching any such matter whichis, to his
or her knowledge, falsein any material particular, commitsamisdemeanour.

87. Abuse of office.

(1) A personwho, being employed in apublic body or acompany in
which the Government has shares, does or directsto be done an arbitrary act
prejudicial to the interests of his or her employer or of any other person, in
abuse of the authority of hisor her office, commits an offence and isliable
on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding seven years.



(2) Where aperson is convicted of an offence under subsection (1)
and the act constituting the offence was done for the purposes of gain, the
court shall, in addition to any other penalty it may impose, order that
anything received asaconsequence of theact beforfeited to the Government.

88. Consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

A person shall not be prosecuted for an offence under section 85, 86 or 87
without the written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

89. Falsecertificates by public officers.

Any person who, being authorised or required by law to give any certificate
touching any matter by virtue whereof the rights of any person may be
prejudicially affected, gives a certificate which is, to his or her knowledge,
falsein any material particular commits a misdemeanour.

90. Unauthorised administration of oaths.

Any person who administers an oath or takes a solemn declaration or
affirmation or affidavit, touching any matter with respect to which he or she
has not by law any authority to do so commits a misdemeanour and isliable
to imprisonment for one year; except that this section shall not apply to an
oath, declaration, affirmation or affidavit administered by or taken before a
magistrate or ajustice of the peacein any matter relating to the preservation
of the peace or the punishment of offencesor relating to inquiries respecting
sudden deaths, nor to an oath, declaration, affirmation or affidavit
administered or taken for some purpose which is lawful under the laws of
another country, or for the purpose of giving validity to an instrument in
writing which is intended to be used in another country.

91. Falseassumption of authority.

Any person who—
(@ not being ajudicial officer, assumesto act as ajudicial officer;
(b) without authority assumesto act as a person having authority by
law to administer an oath or take a solemn declaration or
affirmation or affidavit or to do any other act of a public nature
which can only be done by persons authorised by law to do so; or
(c) represents himself or herself to be a person authorised by law to



sign a document testifying to the contents of any register or

record kept by lawful authority, or testifying to any fact or event,

and signs such document as being so authorised, when he or she

isnot, and knows that he or she is not, in fact, so authorised,
commits a misdemeanour.

92. Personating public officers.

Any person who—

(@) personates any person employed in the public service on an
occasion when thelatter isrequired to do any act or attend in any
place by virtue of hisor her employment; or

(b) falsely represents himself or herself to be a person employed in
the public service and assumes to do any act or to attend in any
place for the purpose of doing any act by virtue of such
employment,

commits a misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for three years.

93. Threat of injury to persons employed in public service.

Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any person employed in the public
service or to any person in whom he or she believesthat person employedin
the public service to be interested, for the purpose of inducing that person
employed in the public service to do any act or to forbear or delay to do any
act connected with the exercise of the public functions of such person
employed in the public service, commits a misdemeanour.

CHAPTER X—OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.
94. Perjury and subornation of perjury.

(1) Anypersonwhoinany judicia proceeding or for the purpose of
instituting any judicial proceeding knowingly givesfal setestimony touching
any matter which ismaterial to any question then pending in that proceeding
or intended to be raised in that proceeding commits the misdemeanour
termed perjury.

(2) For the purposes of this section—
(@ itisimmaterial whether—
(i) thetestimony isgiven on oath or under any other sanction
authorised by law;



(i1) thefalsetestimony isgiven orally or in writing;

(iii) thecourt or tribunal isproperly constituted, or isheldinthe
proper place, or not, if it actually actsasacourt or tribunal
in the proceeding in which the testimony is given;

(iv) the person who givesthe testimony isacompetent witness
or not, or whether the testimony is admissible in the
proceeding or not;

(b) the forms and ceremonies used in administering the oath or in
otherwise binding the person giving the testimony to speak the
truth are immaterial, if he or she assents to the forms and
ceremonies actually used.

(3 Any person who aids, abets, counsels, procures or suborns
another person to commit perjury is guilty of the misdemeanour termed
subornation of perjury.

95. Contradictory statements.

(1) Whereawitnessin any judicial proceedings, other than aperson
accused of an offence to which the proceedings relate, makes a statement on
oath or affirmation of some fact relevant in the proceedings contradicting in
a material particular a previous statement made by the witness on oath or
affirmation before a court during the same or any other judicial proceedings,
the witness, if the court is satisfied that either of the statements made was
made with intent to deceive, commits an offence and isliable on conviction
to afine not exceeding ten thousand shillings or to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Uponthetrial of any person for an offence under this section, it
shall not be necessary to prove the falsity of hisor her statement mentioned
in subsection (1).

(3 No prosecution under this section shall be commenced unless
with the consent in writing of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

(4) Inthissection,“statement” includesastatement of evidencegiven
during acriminal proceeding and certified by a magistrate.

96. Falsestatementsby interpreters.

Any person who, lawfully sworn as an interpreter in ajudicia proceeding,



wilfully makesastatement material in the proceeding which heor sheknows
to be false, or does not believe to be true, commits perjury.

97. Punishment of perjury.

Any person who commits perjury or suborns perjury is liable to
imprisonment for seven years.

98. Evidenceon chargeof perjury.

A person shall not be convicted of committing perjury or of subornation of
perjury solely upon the evidence of one witness as to the falsity of any
statement alleged to be false.

99. Fabricating evidence.

Any person who, with intent to mislead any tribuna in any judicia
proceeding—
() fabricates evidence by any means other than perjury or
subornation of perjury; or
(b) knowingly makes use of such fabricated evidence,
commits a misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.

100. Falseswearing.

Any person who swears falsely or makes a false affirmation or declaration
before any person authorised to administer an oath or take adeclaration upon
amatter of public concern under such circumstances that the fal se swearing
or declaration, if committed in ajudicial proceeding, would have amounted
to perjury commits a misdemeanour.

101. Deceiving witnesses.

Any personwho practisesany fraud or deceit or knowingly makesor exhibits
any false statement, representation, token or writing, to any person called or
to be called asawitnessin any judicia proceeding, with intent to affect the
testimony of such person as a witness, commits a misdemeanour.

102. Destroying evidence.

Any person who, knowing that any book, document or thing of any kind is



or may berequiredin evidenceinajudicia proceeding, removesor destroys
itor rendersitillegibleor undecipherable or incapable of identification, with
intent thereby to prevent it from being used in evidence, commits an offence
and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years.

103. Conspiracy to defeat justice and interference with witnesses.

Any person who—

(8 conspires with any other person to accuse any person falsely of
any crime or to do anything to obstruct, prevent, pervert or defeat
the course of justice;

(b) inorder to obstruct the due course of justice, dissuades, hinders
or prevents any person lawfully bound to appear and give
evidence as awitness from so appearing and giving evidence, or
endeavours to do so; or

(c) obstructsorinany way interfereswith or knowingly preventsthe
execution of any legal process, civil or criminal,

commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
fiveyears.

104. Compounding felonies.

Any person who asks, receives or obtains, or agrees or attemptsto receive or
obtain, any property or benefit of any kind for himself or herself or any other
person upon any agreement or understanding that he or she will compound
or conceal afelony, or will abstain from, discontinue or delay a prosecution
for a felony, or will withhold any evidence thereof, commits a
misdemeanour.

105. Compounding penal actions.

Any person who, having brought or under pretence of bringing, an action
against another person upon apenal written law in order to obtain from him
or her a penalty for any offence committed or alleged to have been
committed by him or her, compounds the action without the order or consent
of the court in which the action is brought, or is to be brought, commits a
misdemeanour.

106. Advertisementsfor stolen property.

Any person who—



(@

(b)

(©)

publicly offersareward for the return of any property which has
been stolen or lost, and in the offer makes use of any words
purporting that no questions will be asked, or that the person
producing such property will not be seized or molested,;
publicly offersto return to any person who may have bought or
advanced money by way of loan upon any stolen or lost property
the money so paid or advanced, or any other sum of money or
reward for the return of such property; or

prints or publishes any such offer,

commits a misdemeanour.

107. Offencesrelating to judicial proceedings.

(D)
(@

(b)

(©)
(d)

()
(f)

(9)
(h)

Any person who—

withinthe premisesinwhich any judicial proceedingisbeing had
or taken, or within the precincts of the same, shows disrespect in
speech or manner to or with reference to such proceeding, or any
person before whom such proceeding is being had or taken;
having been called upon to give evidence in a judicia
proceeding, failsto attend or having attended, refusesto besworn
or to make an affirmation or having been sworn or affirmed,
refuses without lawful excuse to answer aquestion or to produce
adocument, or remainsin the room in which such proceeding is
being had or taken, after the witnesses have been ordered toleave
such room;

causes an obstruction or disturbance in the course of ajudicial
proceeding;

whileajudicia proceeding is pending, makes use of any speech
or writing misrepresenting such proceeding or capable of
prejudicing any person in favour of or against any partiesto such
proceeding, or calculated to lower the authority of any person
before whom such proceeding is being had or taken;

publishes a report of the evidence taken in any judicia
proceeding which has been directed to be held in private;
attempts wrongfully to interfere with or influence awitnessin a
judicial proceeding, either before or after he or she has given
evidence, in connection with such evidence;

dismisses a servant because he or she has given evidence on
behalf of acertain party to ajudicia proceeding;

wrongfully retakes possession of land from any person who has
recently obtained possession by awrit of court; or



(i) commits any other act of intentional disrespect to any judicial
proceeding or to any person before whom such proceeding is
being had or taken,

commits a misdemeanour.

(2) When any offence against subsection (1)(a), (b), (c), (d) or (i) is
committed in view of the court, the court may cause the offender to be
detained in custody, and at any time beforetherising of the court on the same
day may take cognisance of the offence and sentence the offender to afine
not exceeding one thousand shillings or in default of payment to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding one month.

(3) The provisions of this section shall be deemed to be in addition
to and not in derogation of the power of the High Court to punish for
contempt of court.

CHAPTER X|—RESCUES, ESCAPES AND OBSTRUCTING OFFICERS OF COURT
OF LAW.

108. Rescue.

(1) Any person who by force rescues or attempts to rescue from

lawful custody any other person—

(@ who is under sentence of death or imprisonment for life, or
charged with an offence punishable with death or imprisonment
for life, commits afelony and is liable to imprisonment for life;

(b) whoisimprisoned on acharge or under sentence for any offence
other than those specified in subsection (1)(a) commits afelony
and isliable to imprisonment for seven years; and

(c) inany other case, commits a misdemeanour.

(2) If the person rescued is in the custody of a private person, the
offender must have notice of the fact that the person rescued is in such
custody.

109. Escape.

Any person who, being in lawful custody, escapes from custody commits a
misdemeanour.



110. Aiding prisonersto escape.

Any person who—
(@) aidsaprisoner in escaping or attempting to escape from lawful
custody; or
(b) conveysanything or causesanythingto beconveyedinto aprison
with intent to facilitate the escape of a prisoner,
commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

111. Removal, etc. of property under lawful seizure.

Any person who, when any property has been attached or taken under the
process of authority of any court, knowingly, and with intent to hinder or
defeat the attachment or process, receives, removes, retains, conceals or
disposesof such property, commitsafelony andisliabletoimprisonment for
three years.

112. Obstructing court officers.

Any person who wilfully obstructs or resists any person lawfully charged
with the execution of an order or warrant of any court commits a
misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for one year.

CHAPTER X|1—MISCELLANEOUS OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC AUTHORITY.

113. Frauds and breaches of trust by person employed in the public
service.

Any person employed in the public service who, in the discharge of the
duties of hisor her office, commits any fraud or breach of trust affecting the
public, whether such fraud or breach of trust would have been criminal or not
if committed against a private person, commits a misdemeanour.

114. Neglect of duty.

(1) A personwho, being employed in apublic body or acompany in
which the Government has shares, neglectsto perform any duty which he or
sheisrequiredto perform by virtue of such employment, commitsan offence
and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five
years.



(2) It shall be a defence to a charge under subsection (1) that the
discharge of the duty in question was impeded by reasonable cause.

115. Falseinformation.

Whoever givesto any person employed inthe public serviceany information
which he or she knows or believesto be false, intending thereby to cause, or
knowing it to be likely that he or she will thereby cause, any person
employed in the public service—

(@ todo or omit anything which the person employed in the public
service ought not to do or omit if the true state of facts respecting
which such information is given were known to him or her;

(b) to use the lawful power of the person employed in the public
service to the injury or annoyance of any person; or

(c) todevotehisor her timeand servicesto theinvestigation of such
information,

commits a misdemeanour.

116. Disobedience of statutory duty.

Any person who wilfully disobeys any written law by doing any act which
it forbids, or by omitting to do any act which it requires to be done, and
which concernsthe public or any part of the public, commitsamisdemeanour
andisliable, unlessit appearsfrom such written law that it wastheintention
of the legislature to provide some other penalty for such disobedience, to
imprisonment for two years.

117. Disobedience of lawful orders.

Any person who disobeysany order, warrant or command duly made, i ssued
or given by any court, officer or person acting in any public capacity and
duly authorised in that behalf commits a misdemeanour and isliable, unless
any other penalty or mode of proceeding is expressly prescribed in respect
of such disobedience, to imprisonment for two years.



Division I[1I—Offences injurious to the public in general.
CHAPTER XI1|—OFFENCES RELATING TO RELIGION.
118. Insult toreligion.

Any person who destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship or any
object which is held sacred by any class of persons, with the intention of
thereby insulting the religion of any class of persons, or with the knowledge
that any class of personsis likely to consider such destruction, damage or
defilement as an insult to its religion, commits a misdemeanour.

119. Disturbingreligious assemblies.

Any person who voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly lawfully
engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremony
commits a misdemeanour.

120. Trespassing on burial places.

Every person who with theintention of wounding the feelings of any person
or of insulting the religion of any person, or with the knowledge that the
feelings of any person are likely to be wounded, or that the religion of any
person islikely to be insulted thereby, commits any trespassin any place of
worship or in any place of sepulture or in any place set apart for the
performance of funeral rites or as a depository for the remains of the dead,
or offers any indignity to any human corpse, or causes disturbance to any
persons assembled for the purpose of funeral ceremonies, commits a
misdemeanour.

121. Hindering burial of dead body, etc.

Whoever unlawfully hinders the burial of the dead body of any person, or
without lawful authority in that behalf or otherwise than in accordance with
rules made by the Minister disinters, dissects or harms the dead body of any
person or, being under a duty to cause the dead body of any person to be
buried, failsto perform such duty, commits a misdemeanour.

122. Writing or uttering wordswith intent to wound religiousfeelings.

Any person who, with the deliberate intention of wounding the religious



feelings of any other person, writes any word, or any person who, with the
likeintention, uttersany word or makesany sound inthe hearing of any other
person or makes any gesture or places any object in the sight of any other
person, commits amisdemeanour and isliableto imprisonment for oneyear.

CHAPTER XIV—OFFENCES AGAINST MORALITY.
123. Definition of rape.

Any person who has unlawful carnal knowledge of awoman or girl, without
her consent, or with her consent, if the consent is obtained by force or by
means of threats or intimidation of any kind or by fear of bodily harm, or by
means of false representations as to the nature of the act, or in the case of a
married woman, by personating her husband, commits the felony termed

rape.

124. Punishment for rape.

A person convicted of rapeisliable to suffer death.
125. Attempt to commit rape.

Any person who attempts to commit rape commits afelony and isliable to
imprisonment for life with or without corporal punishment.

126. Abduction.

Any person, whether male or female, who—

(@ withintenttomarry or bemarriedto or to have sexual intercourse
with another person or to cause that person to marry, be married
or have sexual intercourse, takes that other person away or
detains him or her against his or her will; or

(b) unlawfully takes another person under the age of eighteen years
out of the custody of any of the parents or of any other person
having lawful care or charge over that person,

commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.

127. Elopement.

(1) Any person who elopes with a married woman or entices or
causes a married woman to elope with him commits an offence and isliable



on conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding twelve monthsor to
afine not exceeding two hundred shillings; and, in addition, the court shall
order any such person on first conviction to pay the aggrieved party
compensation of six hundred shillings, and on a subsequent conviction
compensation not exceeding twelve hundred shillings.

(2) Any female who elopes with a married man or entices or causes
amarried man to elope commits an offence and is liable on first conviction
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to a fine not
exceeding two hundred shillings; and, in addition, the court shall order any
such person on first conviction to pay the aggrieved party compensation of
six hundred shillings, and on a subsequent conviction compensation not
exceeding twelve hundred shillings.

(3 Any person who agreesto el ope with another person commitsan
offence and is liable on first conviction to a caution by the court and on a
subsequent conviction to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months
or to afine not exceeding six hundred shillings.

128. Indecent assaults, etc.

(1) Any person who unlawfully and indecently assaults any woman
or girl commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for fourteen years,
with or without corporal punishment.

(2) Itshall beno defenceto acharge for anindecent assault on agirl
under the age of eighteen years to prove that she consented to the act of
indecency.

(3 Any person who, intending to insult the modesty of any woman
or girl, utters any word, makes any sound or gesture or exhibits any object,
intending that such word or sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or
object shall be seen by such woman or girl, or intrudes upon the privacy of
such woman or girl, commits a misdemeanour and isliable to imprisonment
for one year.

129. Defilement of girl under the age of eighteen.
(1) Any person who unlawfully has sexual intercourse with a girl

under the age of eighteen years commits an offence and is liable to suffer
death.



(2) Any person who attempts to have unlawful sexual intercourse
with agirl under the age of eighteen years commits an offence and isliable
to imprisonment for eighteen years, with or without corporal punishment.

130. Defilement of idiots or imbeciles.

Any person who, knowing awoman or girl to be an idiot or imbecile, has or
attempts to have unlawful carnal knowledge of her under circumstances not
amounting to rape, but which prove that the offender knew at the time of the
commission of the offence that the woman or girl was an idiot or imbecile,
commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for fourteen years.

131. Procuration.

(1) Any person who—

(8 procuresor attemptsto procure any girl or woman under the age
of twenty-oneyearsto have unlawful carnal connection, either in
Uganda or elsewhere, with any other person or persons;

(b) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl to become,
either in Uganda or elsewhere, acommon prostitute;

(c) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl to leave
Uganda, with intent that she may become an inmate of or
frequent a brothel elsewhere; or

(d) procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl to leave her
usual place of abode in Uganda, such place not being a brothel,
withintent that she may, for the purposes of prostitution, become
an inmate of or frequent abrothel either in Uganda or elsewhere,

commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.

(2) No person shall be convicted of any offence under this section
upon the evidence of onewitnessonly, unlessthat witnessis corroboratedin
some materia particular by evidence implicating the accused.

132. Procuring defilement of women by threats, etc.

(1) Any person who—

(@) by threats or intimidation procures or attempts to procure any
woman or girl to have any unlawful carnal connection, either in
Uganda or elsewhere;

(b) by false pretences or false representations procures any woman



or girl to have any unlawful carnal connection, either in Uganda
or elsewhere; or
(c) applies, administers to or causes to be taken by any woman or
girl any drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower
her so as to thereby enable any person to have unlawful carnal
connection with that woman or girl,
commits a misdemeanour.

(2) No person shall be convicted of an offence under this section
upon the evidence of onewitnessonly, unlessthat witnessis corroboratedin
some material particular by evidence implicating the accused.

133. Householder, etc. permitting defilement of girl under the age of
eighteen.

Any personwho, being the owner or occupier of premisesor having or acting
or assisting in the management or control of the premises, induces or
knowingly suffers any girl under the age of eighteen yearsto resort to or be
upon such premisesfor the purpose of being unlawfully and carnally known
by any man, whether such carnal knowledge is intended to be with any
particular man or generally, commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment
for five years.

134. Detention with sexual intent.

(1) Any person who unlawfully detains another person for the
purpose of sexual intercourse commits an offence.

(2) Whereapersonisinany place or in abrothel for the purpose of
having unlawful sexual intercourse, a person shall be deemed to have
unlawfully detained that person if, with intent to induce him or her to remain
in that place or brothel, such person withholds from the person detained any
wearing apparel or other property belonging to the person detained or where
wearing apparel has been lent or supplied by that person, such personin any
manner threatens that other person if he or she takes away the wearing

apparel.

(3 No lega proceedings, whether civil or criminal, shall be taken
against any person unlawfully detained under this section for taking away or
being found in possession of any wearing apparel aswas necessary to enable
that person to leave the place or brothel where the detention occurred.



(4) A person convicted of an offence under subsection (1) or (3) is
liable to imprisonment for seven years.

(5) Where a person is detained in custody, any person having
authority to detain or keep that person in custody and any inmate or other
person who procures, participates in, compels, facilitates or has unlawful
sexual intercourse with the person detained commits an offenceandisliable
to suffer death.

135. Power of search.

(1) If it appearsto a magistrate, on information made before him or
her on oath by any person who, in the opinion of the magistrate, is acting
bona fide in the interests of any other person, that there is reasonable cause
to suspect that that personisunlawfully detained for immoral purposesinany
place within the jurisdiction of that magistrate, the magistrate may issue a
warrant authorising the person named init to search for, and, when found, to
keep in aplace of safety the person unlawfully detained until he or she can
be brought before a magistrate; and the magistrate before whom a person
unlawfully detained is brought may cause that person to be delivered up to
the parents or guardian or otherwise dealt with as the circumstances may
permit and require.

(2) A magistrateissuing such warrant may, by the same or any other
warrant, cause any person accused of so unlawfully detaining such personto
be apprehended and brought before amagi strate and proceedingsto be taken
for punishing that person according to law.

(3) A person shall be deemed to be unlawfully detained for immoral
purposes if he or she is so detained for the purpose of sexual intercourse or
other sexual gratification with any particular person or generally.

(4) Any person authorised by warrant under this section to search for
aperson unlawfully detained for immoral purposes may enter, if need be by
force, any house, building or other place mentioned in the warrant, and may
remove that person from it.

136. Person living on earnings of prostitution.

(1) Every person who knowingly lives wholly or in part on the



earnings of prostitution and every person who in any place solicits or
importunes for immoral purposes commits an offence and is liable to
imprisonment for seven years.

(2) Where aperson is proved to live with or to be habitually in the
company of a prostitute or is proved to have exercised control, direction or
influence over the movements of a prostitute in such a manner as to show
that he or she is aiding, abetting or compelling his or her prostitution with
any other person, or generally, that person shall, unlesshe or she shall satisfy
the court to the contrary, be deemed to be knowingly living on the earnings
of prostitution.

137. Brothels.

Any person who keeps a house, room, set of rooms or place of any kind for
purposesof prostitution commitsan offenceand isliabletoimprisonment for
seven years.

138. Definition of prostitute and prostitution.

In this Code, “prostitute’” means a person who, in public or elsewhere,
regularly or habitually holds himself or herself out as available for sexual
intercourse or other sexual gratification for monetary or other material gain,
and “prostitution” shall be construed accordingly.

139. Prohibition of prostitution.

Any person who practises or engagesin prostitution commits an offence and
isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

140. Conspiracy to defile.

Any person who conspires with another to induce any woman or girl, by
means of any fal se pretence or other fraudulent means, to permit any man to
have unlawful carnal knowledge of her commits a felony and is liable to
imprisonment for three years.

141. Attemptsto procure abortion.

Any person who, with intent to procure the miscarriage of awoman whether
sheisor isnot with child, unlawfully administersto her or causes her to take



any poison or other noxious thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any
other means, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for fourteen
years.

142. Procuring miscarriage.

Any woman who, being with child, with intent to procure her own
miscarriage, unlawfully administers to herself any poison or other noxious
thing, or uses any force of any kind, or uses any other means, or permits any
such things or means to be administered to or used on her, commits afelony
and isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

143. Supplying drugs, €etc. to procure abortion.

Any person who unlawfully suppliesto or procuresfor any person any thing,
knowing that it isintended to be unlawfully used to procure the miscarriage
of a woman, whether she is or is not with child, commits a felony and is
liable to imprisonment for three years.

144. Knowledge of age of femaleimmaterial.

Except asotherwise expressly stated, itisimmaterial in the case of any of the
offencescommitted with respect to awoman or girl under aspecified agethat
the accused person did not know that the woman or girl was under that age,
or believed that she was not under that age.

145. Unnatur al offences.

Any person who—
(@ hascarnal knowledge of any person against the order of nature;
(b) hascarna knowledge of an animal; or
(c) permits amale person to have carnal knowledge of him or her
against the order of nature,
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for life.

146. Attempt to commit unnatural offences.

Any person who attempts to commit any of the offences specified in section
145 commits afelony and is liable to imprisonment for seven years.



147. Indecent assaultson boys under eighteen.

Any person who unlawfully and indecently assaults a boy under the age of
eighteen years commits afelony and is liable to imprisonment for fourteen
years, with or without corporal punishment.

148. Indecent practices.

Any person who, whether in public or in private, commits any act of gross
indecency with another person or procures another person to commit any act
of grossindecency with him or her or attemptsto procure the commission of
any such act by any person with himself or herself or with another person,
whether in public or in private, commits an offence and is liable to
imprisonment for seven years.

149. Incest.

(1) Any personwho has sexual intercourse with another person with
whom, to his or her knowledge, any of the following relationships exists—

mother father

mother’ s daughter father’s son
daughter son

father’ s mother father’ s father
mother’ s mother mother’ s father
son’ s daughter son’'s son
daughter’ s daughter daughter’s son
sister brother

wife's mother husband’ s father
wife's daughter husband’ s son
father’'s sister father’s brother
mother’ s sister mother’ s brother
brother’ s daughter brother’s son
sister’s daughter sister’sson

father’ s brother’ s daughter father’s brother’s son

mother’s sister’sdaughter mother’ s sister’s son

son’swife daughter’ s husband

father’ swife mother’ s husband
commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for seven yearsor, if that
other person is under the age of eighteen years of age, to imprisonment for
life.



(2) Itisimmaterial that sexual intercoursetook placewiththe consent
of the other person.

(3 Where aperson is convicted of an offence under this section in
relation to a person under the age of twenty-one years, the court may divest
the offender of all authority over that person, and if the offender is the
guardian of such person the court may order the termination of the
guardianship and appoint another person as guardian.

(4) TheHigh Court may, at any time, vary or rescind an order made
under subsection (3) by the appointment of any other person asaguardian or
in any other respect.

150. Test of relationship.

In section 149, the expressions “brother” and “sister” respectively include
half-brother and half-sister, and the section shall apply whether the
relationship between the person charged with an offence and the person with
whom the offence is aleged to have been committed is or is not traced
through lawful wedlock.

151. Consent to prosecution.

No prosecution for an offenceunder section 149 shall be commenced without
the sanction of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

CHAPTER XV—OFFENCES RELATING TO MARRIAGE AND DOMESTIC
OBLIGATIONS.

152. Fraudulent pretence of marriage.

Any personwhowilfully and by fraud causesany woman whoisnot lawfully
married to him to believe that she islawfully married to him and to cohabit
or have sexual intercourse with him in that belief commits afelony and is
liable to imprisonment for ten years.

153. Bigamy.
Any person who, having a husband or wife living, goes through a ceremony

of marriage which isvoid by reason of itstaking place during thelife of such
husband or wife commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for five



years; except that this section shall not extend to any person whose marriage
with such husband or wife has been declared void by a court of competent
jurisdiction, nor to any person who contracts a marriage during the life of a
former husband or wife, if such husband or wife, at the time of the
subsequent marriage, shall have been continually absent from such personfor
the space of seven years, and shall not have been heard of by such person as
being alive within that time.

154. Adultery.

(1) Anymanwhohassexual intercoursewith any married woman not
being hiswife commits adultery and isliable to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding twelve months or to afine not exceeding two hundred shillings;
and, in addition, the court shall order any such man onfirst conviction to pay
the aggrieved party compensation of six hundred shillings, and on a
subsequent convi ction compensation not exceeding twel ve hundred shillings
as may be so ordered.

(2) Anymarriedwomanwho hassexual intercoursewith any man not
being her husband commits adultery and is liable on first conviction to a
caution by the court and on a subsequent conviction to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months.

155. Fraudulent marriage ceremony.

Any person who dishonestly or with afraudulent intention goes through the
ceremony of marriage, knowing that he or she is not thereby lawfully
married, commits afelony and is liable to imprisonment for five years.

156. Desertion of children.

Any personwho, being the parent, guardian or other person having thelawful
care or charge of a child under the age of fourteen years, and being able to
maintain such child, wilfully and without lawful or reasonable cause deserts
the child and leavesit without means of support, commits a misdemeanour.

157. Neglecting to provide food, etc. for children.
Any person who, being the parent or guardian or other person having the

lawful care or charge of any child of tender years and unable to provide for
itself, refuses or neglects, being able to do so, to provide sufficient food,



clothes, bedding and other necessariesfor such child, so asthereby toinjure
the health of the child, commits a misdemeanour.

158. Master not providing for servantsor apprentices.

Any person who, being legally liable either as master or mistressto provide
for any apprentice or servant necessary food, clothing or lodging, wilfully
and without lawful excuse refuses or neglects to provide the same, or
unlawfully and maliciously does or causes to be done any bodily harm to
such apprentice or servant so that the life of such apprentice or servant is
endangered or that his or her health has been or islikely to be permanently
injured, commits a misdemeanour.

159. Child stealing.

(1) Any person who, with intent to deprive any parent, guardian or
other person who has the lawful care or charge of a child under the age of
fourteen years of the possession of such child—

(@ forcibly or fraudulently takes or entices away, or detains the

child; or

(b) receivesor harboursthe child, knowing it to have been so taken

or enticed away or detained,
commits afelony and isliable to imprisonment for seven years.

(2) Itisadefenceto acharge of any of the offences defined in this
section to prove that the accused person claimed in good faith aright to the
possession of the child, or inthe case of anillegitimate child, isits mother or
claimed to beitsfather.

CHAPTER XV I—NUISANCES AND OFFENCES AGAINST HEALTH AND
CONVENIENCE.

160. Common nuisance.

(1) Any person who does an act not authorised by law or omits to
discharge alegal duty and thereby causes any common injury, or danger or
annoyance, or obstructsor causesinconvenienceto the publicinthe exercise
of common rights, commits the misdemeanour termed a common nuisance
and isliable to imprisonment for one year.

(2) It is immaterial that the act or omission complained of is



convenient to alarger number of the public than it inconveniences, but the
fact that it facilitatesthe lawful exercise of their rights by apart of the public
may show that it is not a nuisance to any of the public.

161. Gaming houses.

(1) Any personbeing theowner or occupier, or having theuseof, any
house, room or place, who shall open, keep or use it for the purpose of
unlawful gaming being carried oninit, and any person who, being the owner
or occupier of any house, room or place, shall knowingly and wilfully permit
it to be opened, kept or used by any other person for that purpose, and any
person having the care or management of or in any manner assisting in
conducting the business of any house, room or place opened, kept or used for
that purpose, is said to keep a common gaming house.

(2) Inthissection, “unlawful gaming” means any game the chances
of which are not alike favourable to all the players, including the banker or
other person or persons by whom the gameis managed, or against whom the
other players stake, play or bet.

(3 Any person who keeps a common gaming house commits a
misdemeanour.

(4) Any person other than the persons mentioned in subsection (1)
who is found in a common gaming house shall be deemed, unless the
contrary is proved, to be there for the purpose of unlawful gaming, and
commits amisdemeanour and isliableto afine of one thousand shillingsfor
thefirst offence, and for each subsequent offence to afine of three thousand
shillings or to imprisonment for three months or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

162. Gaming machines.

Any person who importsor hasin hisor her possession any machine or other
contrivancefor the purpose of gaming commitsamisdemeanour andisliable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred pounds or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine
and imprisonment.



163. Betting houses.

(1) Any house, room or place whichisused for any of the following
purposes—
(@ for the purpose of bets being made in it between persons
resorting to the place and—

(i) the owner, occupier or keeper of the place, or any person
using the place;

(i) any person procured or employed by or acting for or on
behalf of any such owner, occupier or keeper, or person
using the place; or any person having the care or
management, or in any manner conducting the business, of
the place; or

(b) for the purpose of any money or other property being paid or
received there by or on behalf of any such owner, occupier or
keeper, or person using the place, as, or for the consideration—

(i) for an assurance, undertaking, promise or agreement,
express or implied, to pay or give thereafter any money or
other property on any event or contingency of or relating to
any horse race or other race, fight, game, sport or exercise;
or

(if)  for securing the paying or giving by some other person of
any money or other property on any such event or
contingency,

is called acommon betting house.

(2) Any personwho, being theowner or occupier of any house, room
or place, knowingly and wilfully permits it to be opened, kept or used as a
common betting house by another person or who hasthe use or management,
or assists in conducting the business, of a common betting house, commits
amisdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for one year.

(3 Nothinginthissection shall render illegal the use of atotalisator
on any occasion approved by the Inspector General of Police.

(4) For the purpose of subsection (3), “totalisator” means and
includes the instrument, machine or contrivance commonly known as the
totalisator, and any other instrument, machineor contrivance of alike nature,
or any scheme for enabling any number of persons to make bets with one
another on the like principles.



164. Keeper of premises defined.

Any person who appears, acts or behaves as master or mistress, or as the
person having the care or management of any such house, room, set of rooms
or place as is mentioned in sections 161 and 163 is to be taken to be the
keeper thereof, whether he or sheisor isnot the real keeper.

165. Chain letters.

(1) Any personwho sendsor causesto be sent any chainletter or who
sendsor receivesany money or money’ sworth in connection with any chain
letter commits amisdemeanour and isliableto imprisonment for six months
or to afine of four thousand shillings or to both such imprisonment and fine.

(2) For the purposes of this section, “chain letter” means any one of
a series of similar documents addressed by one person to another person
requesting the person to whom it is addressed—
(@ tosend asimilar letter to a specified number of other persons;
and
(b) toremittoaperson or to an address specified in the letter money
or money’ s worth.

166. Trafficin obscene publications.

(1) Any person who—

(@ for the purpose of or by way of trade or for the purpose of
distribution or public exhibition, makes, producesor hasin hisor
her possession any one or more obscene writings, drawings,
prints, paintings, printed matter, pictures, posters, emblems,
photographs, cinematograph films or any other obscene objects,
or any other object tending to corrupt morals,

(b) for any of the purposes above-mentioned imports, conveys or
exports, or causes to be imported, conveyed or exported, any
such matters or things, or in any manner puts any of them in
circulation;

(c) carriesonortakespartinany business, whether public or private,
concerned with any such matters or things, or dealsin any such
matters or things in any manner, or distributes any of them, or
exhibitsany of them publicly or makes abusiness of lending any
of them,

(d) advertisesor makesknown by any meanswith aview to assisting



the circulation of, or traffic in, any such matters or things, that a
person isengaged in any of the actsreferred to in this section, or
advertises or makesknown how, or fromwhom, any such matters
or things can be procured either directly or indirectly; or
(e) publicly exhibitsany indecent show or performance or any show
or performance tending to corrupt morals,
commits a misdemeanour and is liable to imprisonment for two years or to
afine of two thousand shillings.

(2) If,inrespect of any of the offences specified in subsection (1)(a),
(b), (c) or (d), any constituent element of the offence is committed in
Uganda, that commission shall be sufficient to render the person accused of
the offence triable for it in Uganda.

(3) A court, on convicting any person of an offence against this
section, may order to be destroyed any matter or thing made, possessed or
used for the purpose of that offence.

(49 A court may, on the application of the Director of Public
Prosecutions, a state attorney, a public prosecutor or a superintendent of
police, order the destruction of any obscene matter or thing to which this
section relates, whether any person may or may not have been convicted
under the provisions of this section in respect of such obscene matter or
thing.

167. ldleand disorderly persons.

Any person who—

(8 being aprostitute, behavesin adisorderly or indecent manner in
any public place;

(b) wandersor places himself or herself in any public placeto beg or
gather alms, or causes or procures or encourages any child to do
SO;

(c) playsat any game of chance for money or money’ sworth in any
public place;

(d) publicly conducts himself or herself in a manner likely to cause
abreach of the peace;

(e) without lawful excuse, publicly does any indecent act;

(f) inany public place solicits or loiters for immoral purposes,

(g9 wanders about and endeavours by the exposure of wounds or
deformation to obtain or gather ams,



shall be deemed an idle and disorderly person, and isliable on conviction to
imprisonment for three months or to a fine not exceeding three thousand
shillings or to both such fine and imprisonment, but in the case of an offence
contrary to paragraph (a), (e) or (f) that person isliable to imprisonment for
seven years.

168. Rogues and vagabonds.

(1) Every—

(@) person convicted of an offence under section 167 after having
been previously convicted as an idle and disorderly person;

(b) person going about as a gatherer or collector of ams, or
endeavouring to procure charitable contributions of any nature or
kind, under any false or fraudulent pretence;

(c) suspected person or reputed thief who has no visible means of
subsistence and cannot give agood account of himself or herself;
and

(d) person found wandering in or upon or near any premises or in
any road or highway or any place adjacent thereto or in any
public place at such time and under such circumstancesasto lead
to the conclusion that such person is there for an illegal or
disorderly purpose,

shall be deemed to be arogue and vagabond, and commits a misdemeanour
and is liable for the first offence to imprisonment for six months, and for
every subsequent offence to imprisonment for one year.

(2) Subsection (1)(b) shall not apply to collections made in any
recognised building or place of religious worship.

169. Offencesin reation to uniforms.

(1) Any person who, not being a person serving in the armed forces
of Uganda or in a police force in Uganda, or in any naval, military, air or
police force or constabulary of any other Commonwealth country, wears
without the permission of the Minister the uniform of any of those forces or
any dress having the appearance of bearing any of the regimental or other
distinctive marks of such uniform, commits an offence and is liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years,; except that nothing in
this section shall prevent any person from wearing any uniform or dressin
the course of a stage play performed in any place in which stage plays may
lawfully be publicly performed, or in the course of a music hall or circus



performance, or in the course of any bonafide military representation.

(2) Any person who unlawfully wears the uniform of any of the
forces aforesaid, or any dress having the appearance or bearing any of the
regimental or other distinctive marks of any such uniform, in such amanner
or in such circumstances as to be likely to bring contempt on that uniform,
or employs any other person so to wear such uniform or dress, commits an
offence and is liable to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding seven years.

(3 Any person who, not being in the service of the Government or
having previously received the written permission of the Minister so to do,
imports or sellsor hasin his or her possession for sale any such uniform as
aforesaid, or the buttons or badges appropriate thereto, commits an offence
and isliable to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding seven years.

(49) When any person is convicted of any offence under this section,
the uniform, dress, button, badge or other thing in respect of which the
offence has been committed shall be forfeited unless the Minister shall
otherwise order.

170. Wearing of uniform declared to befor the exclusive use of persons
performing servicesin the public interest.

(1) The Minister may, upon the application of any persons who
perform or who are membersof any organi sation which performsany service
whichinhisor her opinionisinthepublicinterest, by statutory order declare
that any uniform, badge, button or other distinctive mark used by such
persons and described in the notice shall be for the exclusive use of such
persons.

(2) Any personwho, without theauthority of the personsuponwhose
application an order under this section has been made, uses or wears any
uniform, badge, button or other distinctive mark described in the order, or
any uniform, badge, button or other distinctive mark so closely resembling
the same as to lead to the belief that it is a uniform, badge, button or other
distinctive mark so described, commits amisdemeanour; except that nothing
in this section shall prevent any person from using or wearing any such
uniform, badge, button or other distinctive mark in the course of astage play
performed in any public placein which stage plays may lawfully be publicly
performed, or in the course of a music hall or circus performance, if the
uniform, badge, button or other distinctive mark isnot used or worn in such



amanner or in such circumstances as to bring it into contempt.

(3 Any personwho, without theauthority of the personsuponwhose
application an order under this section has been made, importsor sellsor has
in his or her possession for sale any uniform, badge, button or other
distinctive mark described in the order commits a misdemeanour.

(49) When any person is convicted of any offence under this section,
the uniform, badge